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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following pages are partly selected and 
partly abridgea from the author's treatise, in- 
tituled " The Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity 
briefly stated and defended;" with some addi- 
tional proofs from the Holy Scriptures. They 
are published in this form, in the hope that, iKith 
the Divine Blessing, he may furnish members of 
the United Church of England and Ireland with 
a brief manual, which may enable them to give 
a reason of their faith and hope. y:^^7^>^ 
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Origin of Creeds. -^Notices of the Apostles^ Creeds 
and of the Nicene Creed. 

Sy the term Creed, (from the Latin word Credo^ 
I believe,) is generally understood the substance of 
the Christian Belief. The Holy Scriptures being 
the perfect revelation of divine truth, and contain- 
ing every thing necessary for a Christian to believe, 
may, in a more extended sense, be called our Creed ; 
but since the Scriptures, besides the fundamental 
doctrines of Christianity, comprehend also a great 
variety of truths of comparatively less importance, 
it became necessary for the Church to frame a 
compendium o^ the articles of indispensable belief, 
which might be easily learned, understood, and 
comprehended, by each of its members. It is highly 
probable that such compendiums or summaries of 
faith have been in use ever since the Apostolic age ; 
and that the form of sound words mentioned by Saint 
Paul (2 Tiro. i. 13. 2 Thess.iii. 6.) was a concise 
epitome of Christian doctrine. 

As the Historical part of the New Testament is 
brought down only a few years below the ascension 
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of Jesus Christ, after that period we must have re- 
course to the works of the early Fathers, and to 
the other early writers of ecclesiastical history^ 
many of which are still extant. Now we learn 
from these, that the primitive churches, which were 
founded by tlie Apostles or by their immediate 
successors, for some time admitted new converts to 
baptism, on the bare profession of this simple fornix 
taken from the words of the Baptismal Institution 
b}' Jesus Christ himself: / believe in Gody the 
Father, the Soriy and the Holy Spirit. Justin Martyr, 
in particular, who wrote not many years after the 
death of the Apostle John, explicitly states that 
baptism was then administered, *< in the name of 
God the Father^ and Lord of all things, and of 
Jesus Christy who was crucified under PontiiLS Pilate, 
and of the Holy Spirit whp foretold all things con- 
ceming Christ and the Prophets" (Apol. i. c. 79, 
80.) In progress of time, as, the numbers of con- 
verts from heathenism were multiplied, and heresies 
arose, these abstracts of Christian Faith were en- 
larged by the addition of fresh articles, in order to 
exclude novel and erroneous opinions. 

Numerous antient formularies or confessions of 
faith are preserved in the works of the fathers and 
other early writers of the Christian Church; which 
have been collected by Mr. Bingham in his Origines 
Ecclesia6ticas,.Book x. ch. iv. But there are three 
Creeds, which have come down to our time as having 
been adopted by the Reformed United Church of 
England and Ireland ; viz. The Apostles' Creed, the 
Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. 

1. The Apostles' Creed, (which appears to 
have been very nearly the same with the creed of 
the Church at Jerusalem, — the most antient of all 
Creeds,) derives its name, not because it was com- 
posed, clause by clause, by the twelve apostles (of 
'hich we have no evidence) ; but because it con- 



tains a brief summary of the doctrines which they 
taught. Although the Creed was always used prior to 
the administration of baptism, when the catechumen 
made an open profession of his faith, and sometimes 
in private devotion, yet in the earlier ages it con* 
stituted no part of the public Liturgy. It was first 
introduced into the daily service of the Greek 
church by TuUo, who was bishop of Antioch, about 
A.D. 47 1, and was adopted by the church of Con- 
stantinople about 511. From the Eastern churches 
this custom was brought into the West, and the 
Apostles' Creed was received in Spain towards the 
close of the sixth century, in France in the ninth 
century, and by the Rommi Church about A. D. 
1014^ 

Happy would it have been for the Church of Christ 
if this simple formulary could have sufficed. But, 
in process of time, when men, affecting to be wiser 
than the inspired volume, introduced and taught 
subtleties of their own invention for the doctrines of 
the Bible, it became necessary to oppose these re- 
finements ; and, consequently, the heretical inter- 
pretations being condemned as false, the contrary 
doctrine must in some measure be pronounced as 
true: so that the negative determinations of the 
church against error necessarily produced positive 
declarations and articles 'of faith. *^ In disput- 
ations," says a learned writer, " we must follow the 
language of our opponents. If our adversaries deny 
the Divinity of our Lord, we must assert it : if the 
adversaries invent explications and distinctions^ we 
must obviate and answer them. The opposers of 
the faith ^r5^ innovated in the language : the matn- 
tainers of it, therefore, mtist of necessity reply in 
terms opposite, and by propositions contradictory to 
theirs.'* (Dr. Felton's Sermons at Lady Moyer's 

Lecture, pp. 323, 324-.) 
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These unhappy departures from the faith gave 
rise to the Confession which is read in the Com^ 
munion Service of the Church of England, and which 
is called the Nicene Creed, because it was adopted 
at the council of Nicaea, in Bithynia, which was held 
A. D. 325, to oppose the Ariari heresy. This 
Creed as far as the words ** Holy Ghost" was- 
adopted at that council ; and fifly-six years after- 
wards it was completed in its present form by a ge- 
neral council held at Constantinople A.D. 381 or 
382, except the words " and the Son," which were 
inserted in 44<7, after the clause, '< who proceedeth 
from the Father." The addition, made at Constan- 
tinople, was caused by the denial of the Divinity of 
the Holy Spirit by Macedonius and his- followers : 
and the creed thus enlarged was immediately re- 
ceived by all orthodox Christians. The insertion of 
the words " and the Son" {Filioqtie) was made by 
the Spanish Bishops : and they were soon afterwards 
adopted by the Christian Churches in France. The 
Bishops of Rome for some time refused to admit 
these words into the Creed, but at length they con- 
ceded, and allowed them in the year 883 ; since 
which time they have stood in the Nicene Creed 
as received by all the Western Churches, but they 
have never been- admitted ])y the Oriental or 
Greek Church. . 
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History of the Athanasian Creed, — Harmony of the 
Apostles\ Nicene. and Atiianasian Creeds^ with 
select Scripture Proofs, 

The Athanasian Creed was framed in the 
century after the Nicene Creed : and, as the former 



summaries of faith then extant were found to be 
inadequate to keeping heretical teachers and tenets 
out of the Church, it was drawn up with the utmost 
minuteness possible, as an Expository Defehce of 
the Christian Doctrine concerning the Trinity and 
the Incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ against all 
opponents^ and as a condemnation of all existing 
heresies. 

Although this Confession of Faith is commonly 
termed the Creed of Athanasius, (whose senti- 
ments it most fully expresses concerning those car- 
dinal points of Christian Doctrine) there is every 
reason to conclude that it was not written by that 
venerable confessor for the truth as it is in 'Jesus. 
It is wanting in almost all the manuscripts of the 
works of Athanasius ; its style and contexture be- 
speak it to have been the production of a Latin and 
not of a Greek author ; and it is neither mentioned 
nor referred to in any of the genuine works of Atha- 
nasius. Indeed, it is not probable that Athanasius 
should have composed a creed, since he and all the 
orthodox divines of those times constantly refer to 
the Nicene Creed as the standard of their faith. 
No notice is taken of this confession by any writers 
who immediately succeeded Athanasius: it was 
never appealed to as an authority for the decision 
of the controversy relating to the procession of the 
Holy Spirit, between the Eastern and Western 
churches, in the seventh and ninth centuries ; but, 
as it was never mentioned in those controversies, 
and, further, as it condemns the Nestorian, Pho- 
tinian, and Eutychian heresies, which did not exist 
till long after the time of Athanasius, (who died 
A.D.371,) it is manifest that the Athanasian Creed 
was not then in existence, and consequently could 
not have been composed by him. Since then it 
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appears that the Confession, under consideration, 
was not composed by Athanasius, it remains that we 
briefly notice the evidence which has been adduced 
for its* Latin Origin. 

This formulary of Christian doctrine has been as- 
cribed to various authors, and, among others, to 
Vigilius bishop of Taps us, in Africa, about the year 
484<, who (agreeably to a custom that obtained in 
the early ages of Christianity) published several 
pieces under the name of Athanasius, with which 
this is commonly joined : but Dr. Waterland — the 
profoundly learned historian of this Confession of 
Faith — has shown at great length, from the nature 
of the controversies which then agitated the Church, 
and especially from its being written in a more 
vigorous, close, and acute style than Vigilius pos- 
sessed, that it could not have been composed by 
him : and in all probability (for his arguments 
amount only to a high degree of probability), that it 
was written in Gaul, and that it was composed by 
Hilary, bishop of Aries, for the use of the Galilean 
clergy, and particularly those of the diocese of Aries ; 
that, about the year 570, it had acquired sufficient ce- 
lebrity to be commented upon ; but that, during this 
interval, and for several years afterwards, it had not 
acquired the name of Athanasian, but was simply 
styled The Catholic Faith; and finally that, before 
the year 670, the name of Athanasius was added, 
to recommend and adorn it, being in itself an excel- 
lent system of the doctrines of Athanasius concern- 
ing the Trinity and the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, 
principally in opposition to the Arians, Macedonians, 
and Apollinarians. 

The reception of this creed in the Western church 
was highly favourable. The name of Athanasius, 
together with the intrinsic value of the form itself, 
caused it to be received into the public offices of the 



churches in France, as an orthodox formulary or 
^^ystem of belief, about the year 670. In Spain it 
^A^as known and approved as a rule of faith about 
''^the year 633; and was soon after taken into the 
offices of the Spanish church. In Germany it was 
^received, at the latest, about the year 787- In 
? -'South Britain it was well known and approved 
";' -about the year 800, and was alternately sung in our 
^^ churches in the tenth century. About eighty years 
'^afterwards it was received in Italy: and in Rome 
"' itself (which church was always more desirous of 
^ imposing her own offices upon other churches than 
^ of receiving any from them), it was received in the 
'^ tenth century, and probably about the year 930, 
^ since which time this confession of faith has been 
i- publicly recited in the church-offices all over the 
^ West, and, it seems, also, in some parts of the £ast- 
< em or Greek church, particularly in Russia, Servia, 
^ Bulgaria, and Constantinople. At the Reformation 
' it was received in its fullest extent by all Protestant 
» churches; Luther, Calvin, and Beza, made it their 
» profession of faith. And, finally, it was received by 
^ the framers of our Liturgy, not upon the authority 
of its Compiler (for they have not determined any 
thing concerning either its age or author), but simply 
because the truth of the doctrines contained in it 
may be proved by the authority of the divinely- 
inspired word of God. The eighth of the Thirty- 
nine Articles of the United Church of England and 
Ireland states that, <* The three Creeds, Nicene 
Creed, Athanasius's Creed, and that which is com- 
monly called the Apostles' Creed, ought thoroughly" 
to be received and believed ; for they may be proved 
by most certain warrants of Holy Scripture.* 

In order that the reader may be enabled to judge 
for himself that the venerable framers of our Liturgy 
d:d not lightly hazard the assertion, that these three 
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Creeds '' may be proved by most certain warrants 

of Holy Scripture/' the Apostles* and Nicene Creeds 

are here subjoined, together with the corresponding 

clauses of the Athanasian Creed, accompanied by 

select Scripture Proofs. 

Apostles' Creed 1 t ^ t 

Nicene Creed \^^^^'^''^' 

Athanasian Creed. — Whosoever will (quicungue 
vuh, is desirous to^ be saved, before all things it is 
necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith : which 
faith, except every one do keep whole and undo- 
^led, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. 

Proofs. — Without faith it is impossible to please 
God. (Heb.xi. 6.) He that believeth and is bap- 
tized, shall be saved ; but he that believeth not 
(more correctl^f disbelieveth), shall be damned. 
(Mark, xvi. 16) 

Apostles' Creed. — In God. 

Nicene Creed. — In One God. 

Athan. Creed. — And the Catholic Faith is this, 
that we worship One God in Trinity, and Trinity 
in Unity; neither confounding the Persons nor 
dividing the substance. 

Proofs. — He that cometh to God, must believe 
that he is. (Heb. xi. 6.) The Lord, he is God ; 
there is none else beside him. (Deut. iv. 35.) 
Thus saith the Lord, I am the first and the last, 
and besides me there is no God. (Isa. xliv. 6.) 

Apostles' Creed 1 rp, p , 

Nicene Creed j ^ "^ ^^|^"^^' 

Athan. Creed. — There is one Person of the 
Father. — The Father is God. — The Father 
is Lord. 

Proofs. — Tliere is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things. (1 Cor. viii. 6.) The God 
and Father of all. (£ph. iv. 6 ) The Father 
that sent me beareth witness of me. (John, viii. 18.) 
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I thank thee, O -Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth. (Matt. xi. 25.) 

Apostles' Creed 1 ^ i^: u* 

NiCENB Creed j S Y* 

A THAN. Creed. — The Father is Almighty. 

Proofs. — I am the Almighty God. (Gen. xvii. 1. 
Compare also Gen. xxxv 1 1 .) The breath of the 
Almighty hath given me life. (Job, xxxiii. 4.) 
The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.(Rev.xix. 6.) 

Apostles' Creed. — Maker of heaven and earth. 

NiCENE Creed. — Maker of heaven and earth, and 
of all things visible and invisible. 

Athan. Creed. — The Father is made of none, 
neither created nor begotten. — The Father un- 
create. 

Proofs*-* God made heaven and earth and the 
sea, and all things that are therein. (Acts, xiv. 15. 
with Gen. i. 1.) Thou art Lord alone ; thou hast 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all 
their host, the earth, and all things that are 
therein. (Neh. ix. 6.) Before me there was no 
God formed. (Isa. xliii. 10.).... God that made 
the world and all things therein. (Acts, xvii. 24.) 

Apostles' Creed. — And in Jesus Christ 

NiCENE Creed. — And in one Lord Jesus Christ. 

Athan. Creed. — Furthermore, it is necessaiy to 
everlasting salvation, that he also believe rightly 
the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For 
the right faith is, that we believe and confess, 
that our Lord Jesus Christ ..... 

Proofs. — Ye believe in God, believe also in me, (John, 
xiv. i.) There is one Lord (Eph. iv. 5.), the Lord 
Jesus Christ our Saviour (Tit. i. 4.), the Lord 
of Glory. (1 Cor. ii. 8.) Our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. (2 Pet. i. 11.) The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us. (John, i. 14.) 
God was manifest in. the flesh. (1 Tim. iii. 16.) 
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He that bclieveth on the Son hath everlasting 
life, and he that believeth not (more correctly^ 
disbelieveth) the Son^ shall not see life ; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. (John, iii. 36.) 

Apostles* Creed. — His only Son, our Lord ; 

NicENE Creed. — The only begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds. ' 

Athan. Creed. — The Son, is of the Father alone ; 
begotten before the world : 

Proofs. — God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
(John, iii. 16.) No man hath seen God at any 
time: the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
(John, i. 18.) The first-born of every creature, 
(more correctly, born before all creation. Col. i. 15.) 
He is before all things. (Col. i. 17.) Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee. (Heb. i. 5.) 

Nicene Creed. — God of God, Light of Light, Very 
God of Very God ; begotten, not made, 

Athan. Creed. — God and man. — The Son un- 
create, not made nor created, but begotten. — 
Perfect God. 

Proofs. — In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God 
(John, i. 1.) He said that God was his Father, 
making himself equal with God. (John, v. 18.) 
God is light. (1 John, i. 5.) Christ is . . . the 
Light of the world (John, viii. 12.), the brightness 
(i. e. a ray or beam) of his Father's glory. 
(Heb. i. 3.) This (more correctly, he, that is, 
Jesus Christ) is the true God and eternal life. 
(1 John, V. 20.) 

Nicene Creed. — Being of one substance with the 
Father, 

Athan. Creed. — God of the substance of the 
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. Father ; equal to the Father, as touching his God- 
head. 

I^ROOFs. — I and my Father are one. (John, x. 20.) 
Christ is ..... . the image of God. (2 Cor. iv. 4.), 

the image of the invisible God (Col. i. 15)» and 
the express image (or delineation) of his person. 
(Heb. i. 3.) God was manifest in the flesh, 
(l Tim. iii. 16.) 

I^icENE Creed. — By whom all things were made : 

Athan. Creed. — The world was made by him. 
^John, i. 10.) All things were made by Him. 
(John, i. 3.) All things were created by Him, 
and for Him. (Col. i. 16.) 

NiCENE Creed. — Who, for us men and for our sal- 
vation, came down from Heaven, 

Proofs. — Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners. (I Tim. i. 15.) I (sai/s Christ) came 
down from Heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
the will of Him that sent me. (John, vi. 38.) He 
became the author of eternal life to all them that 
obey him. (Heb. v. 9.) 

Apostles' Creed. — Who wak conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, 

Nicene Creed. — And was incarnate by the Holy 
Ghost, 

Proofs. — The angel of the Lord appeared unto 
Joseph in a dream ; saying, Joseph, thou Sion of 
David, fear not to taJte unto thee Mary thy wife : 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost (Matt. i. 20. with Luke, i. 26, 27- 30, 31. 
34, 35.) 

Apostles' Creed. — Born of the Virgin Mary ; 

Nicene Creed. ^— Of the Virgin Mary and was 
made man ; 

ATHi^K. Creed. — Man, of the substance of his 
Mother, born in the world ; perfect man, of a rea- 
sonable soul and human flesh subsisting ; inferior 
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to the Father, as touching his manhood. Who« 
although he be God and man, yet he is not two 
but one Christ; one, not by conversion of the 
Godhead into flesh ; but by taking of the Man- 
hood into God. One altogether ; not by confu- 
sion of substance, but by unity of person : for as 
the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God 
and Man is one Christ. 

Proofs. — The Virgin's name was Mary. And 
she brought forth her first-born son. (Luke, i. 27. 
ii. 5. See also Matt. i. 18 — 25.) The Father 
hath given to the Son to have life. (John, v. 26.) 
Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man. (Luke, ii. 52.) My 
Father is greater than I. (John, xiv. 28.) To us 
there is but one Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. viii. 6.) 
Who (that is, Jesus Christ) being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; 
but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men. (Phil. ii. 5 — 7.) In all things it 
behoved him to be made like unto his brethren. 
(Heb. ii. 17.) 

Apostles* Creed. — Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
and was crucified, 

NiCENE Creed. — And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate s 

Athan. Creed. — Who suffered for our salvation. 

Proofs. — And when they had bound him, they 
led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate, 
the Governor. And when he had scourged Jesus, 
he delivered him to be crucified. (Matt, xxvii. 2. 
26.) And when they were come to a place which 
is called Calvary, there they crucified him. 
(Luke, xxiii. S3.) Christ hath also once suffered 
"^ sins, the just for the unjust. (1 Pet. iii. 18.) 
"LEs' Creed. — Dead, and buried ; 
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NicENE Creed. — He Buffered, and was buried ; 

Proofs. — Christ died for the ungodly. (Rom. v. 6.) 
Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the ghost. (Matt, xxvii. 50.) And 
Joseph of Arimathea took down the body of Jesus 
(Luke, xxiii. 5S.) ; and when Joseph had taken 
the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and 
laid it in his own tomb. (Matt, xxvii. 59, 60.) 

Apostles' Creed. — He descended into hell (that 
is. Hades, or the invisible world) ; 

A THAN. Creed. — Descended into hell ; 

Proofs. — Tliis day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise. (Luke, xxiii. 43.) Thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption. (Acts, ii. 27«) 

Apostles' Creed. — The third day he arose again 
from the dead. 

NiCENE Creed. — And the third day he rose again, 
according to the Scriptures ; 

Athan. Creed. — Rose again the third day from 
the dead. 

Proofs. — Him God raised up the third day and 

shewed him openly. (Acts, x. 40.) Christ 

died for our sins, according to the Scriptures : and 
he was buried, and he rose again according to the 
Scriptures. (1 Cor. xv. 3, 4.) Thus it is writ- 
ten ; and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day. (Luke, xxiv. 46.) 

Apostles* Creed. — He ascended into Heaven, 

NiCENE Creed. — And ascended into Heaven, 

Athan. Creed. He ascended into heaven. 

Proofs. — So then, after the Lord had spoken unto 
them, he was received up into Heaven. ^Mark, 
XV i. 19.) It came to pass, while he blessea them 
he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven. (Luke, xxiv. 51. with Acts, i. 9, 10.) Who 
is gone into heaven. (1 Pet. iii. 22.^ 

B 2 
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Apostles* Creed. — And sittethon the right hand 
of God, the Father Almiglity ; 

NiCENE Creed. — And sitteth on the right hand of 
the Father; 

Athan, Creed. — He sitteth on the right hand of 
the Father, God Almighty ; 

Proofs. — And sat on the right hand of God : 
(Mark, xvi. 19.) And is on the right hand of 
God : angels, and authorities, and powers, being 
subject unto him. (1 Pet. iii. 22.) 

Apostles' Creed. — From thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. 

NiCENB Creed. — And he shall come again, with 
glory to judge both the quick and the dead. 

Athax. Creed. — From whence he shaH come to 
judge the quick and the dead ; 

Proofs. — We must all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ. (2 Cor. v. 10.) It is he, which is 
ordained of God to be judge of quick (or living) 
and dead (Acts, x. 42^; who shall judge the 
quick and the dead. (2 Tim. iv. i.) Compare also 
Matt. XXV. 31, 32. 

NiCEXE Creed. — Whose kingdom shall have no 
end. 

Proofs. — Of the increase of his government, and 
peace there sliaU be no end. (Isa. ix. 7.) His do- 
minion is an everlasting dominion. (Dan. vii. 14.) 
The Lord shall reign over them in Mount Zion, 
from henceforth, even for ever. (Mic. iv. 7.) 
And of his kingdom there shall be no end. (Luke, 
i. 33.) He (Christ) shall reign for ever and ever. 
(Rev. xi. 15.) 

Apostles* Creed. — I believe in the Holy Ghost. 

Nicene Creed. — And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Lord and Giver of Life. 

Athan. Creed. — Tliere is another (Person of) 
the Holy Ghost. 



17 

Paoofs. — Go arid teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, (Matt, xxviii. 19.) Whosoever 
speaketh against the Holt Ghost, it shall not 
be forgiven him. (Matt. xii. 32.) The Spirit of 
God hath made me, and the breath of the Al- 
mighty hath given me life. (Job, xxxiii. 4.) It is 
the Spirit that quickeneth. (John, vi. 63.) He 
that raised up Christ from the dead, shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you. (Rom. viii. 11.) The Spirit 
giveth life. (2 Cor. iii. 6#) 

NiCENE Creed. — Who proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son ; 

Athan. Creed. — The Holy Ghost is of the Father 
and the Son ; neither made, nor created, nor be- 
gotten, but proceeding. 

Proofs. — When the Comforter (which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, 
John, xiv. 26.) is come, whom 1 will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify 
of me. .(John, XV. 26.) He shall teach you all 
things and bring all things to your remembrance. 
(John, xiv. 26.) 

NiCENE Creed. — Who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped and glorified ; 

Athan. Creed. — So there is one Father, not 

. three Fatliers ; one Son, not three Sons ; One Holy 
Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. And in this 
Trinity none is afore or afrer other ; none is 
greater or less than another ; the Godhead of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all 
one: the Glory equal, and the Majesty co- 
eternal. The whole three persons are co-eternal 
together and co-equal. Such as the Father is; 
;such is the Son; and such is the Holy Ghost 

B 3 
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So that the Unity in Trinity, and Trinity in Unify 
is to be worshipped. 

Proofs One God and Father of all. (Eph. iv. 6.) 

As the body is one, so is Christ. (1 Cor. xii. 12.) 
1 and my Father are one. (John, x. 30.) One 
Lord [i. e. Jesus Christ] (Eph. iv. 5.) One Spirit 
(Eph. iv. 4.) It is the same God which vForketh 
all in all. (1 Cor. xii. 6.) Christ is all and in all. 
(Col. iii. 11.) All these things worketh that 
one and the self-same Spirit. (1 Cor. xii. 11.) 
We beheld his glory, (that is, of the Word made 
flesh,) the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father. (John i. 14.) That all men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father. He 
that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the 
Father. (John, v. 23.) Believers are declared to 
be temples of the Holy Ghost in 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. ; 
which means, that in them, as in his temple, he 
will be revered and worshipped, inasmuch as 
every being, who has properly a temple, is a pro- 
per object of worship. Instances of worship to 
the Holy Ghost occur in Acts, xiii. 2, S. ; and to 
Christ, in Matt. viii. 2. 8. xv. 25. 28. John, ix. 38. 
XX. 28. Luke, xxiv. 51, 52. Acts, i. 24. and vii. 
59, 60. Saint PauFs Epistles abound with prayers 
to Jesus Christ, as well as to the Father, for 
spiritual blessings upon those to whom he writes, 
and also with ascriptions of praise to theRedeemer, 
all which prove that he regarded Him as God. 
See 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 1 Tliess. iii. 11, 12. 2 Thess. 
ii. 16, 17. Rom. i. 7. 1 Cor. i. 3. 2 Cor. i.2. And 
angels are commanded to worship Christ. (Heb. 
i. 6.) 

Instances to prove that the Trinity in unity is 
to be worshipped^ may be found in Isaiah, vi. 1 
— 3. 9, 10. compared with John xii. 41. and 
Acts, xxviii. 5 — 7. Teach all nations, baptizing 
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them in tlie name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. (Matt, xxviii. 19.) The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghost be 
with you all. (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) 

NicENE Creed. Who (the Holy Ghost) spake by 
the Prophets, 

Proofs. — All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God ; for prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man ; but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. (2 Tim. iii. 16. 
2 Pet. i. 21.) 

Apostles* Creed — The Holy Catholic Church, 

NiCENE Creed. — And I believe one Catholic and 
Apostolic Church ; 

Proofs. — Christ is the head of the Church, which 
is his body. (Eph. i. 22, 23. v. 23.) Christ loved 

the Church, and gave himself for it that 

he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, 
but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
(Eph. ii. 25, 27.) Now, therefore, ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow- citizens with 
the Saints, and of the household of God, and are 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
comer-stone i in whom all the building, fitly 
framed together, groweth unto an Holy Temple 
in the Lord. (Eph. ii. 1 9 — 22.) 

Apostles' Creed. — The Communion of Saints, 

Proofs.^- Ye are fellow-citizens with the saints. 
(Eph. ii. 19.) We, being many, are one body 
in Christ, and every one members of another. 
(RoAi. xii. 5.) That ye may have fellowship (or 
communion) with us : and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
(\ John, i. 3.) '^If we walk in the light, as he is 
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In tiie light, we have fellowship one with another ; 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his §on cleanseth 
us from all sin. (1 John, i. 7.) Compare also 
Acts, ii. 42. 45. Heb. i. 14. and xii. 22, 23. 

Apostles* Creed. — The forgiveness of sins, 

NiCRNE Cr£^d. : — I acknowledge one baptism for 
the remission of sins ; 

Proofs.— Be it known unto you, therefore. Men 
and Brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins. (Acts, xiii. 38.) 
There is one Body and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling ; one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptism. (Eph. iv. 4, 5.) Repent and 
be baptized every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins. (Acts^ii. 38.) 
Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling upon the name of the Lord (Acts, xxii. !(>.), 
in whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins. (Col. i. 14.) 

Apostles' Creed. The resurrection of the body; 

NiCENE Creed. — And I look for the resurrection 
of the dead; 

Athan. Creed. — At whose (Christ's) coming, all 
men shall rise again with their bodies, and shall 
give account for their own works. 

Proofs. — The hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the grave shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth. (John, v. 28.) As in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made .alive. (1 Cor. 
XV. 22.) For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things clone in his body, according to 
that he hath done. (2 Cor. v. 10.) 

Apostles' Creed. — And the life everlasting. 

Nicene Creed. — And the life of the* world to 
come* 

Athan. Creed. — And they that have done good 
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shall go into life everlastmg ; and they that iiave 
done evil, into everlasting fire. , 
Proofs. — Many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth; shall awake ; some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 
(Dan.xii. 2.) And these (the wicked) shall go 
away into everlasting^unishment,but the righteous 
into life eternal. (Matt. xxv. 46. ) They that have 
done good (shall come forth) unto the resurrection 
of life ; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation. (John, v. 29.). 
Apostles' Cbeed 1 ^ 
NiCENE Creed j 

Athan. Creed. — This is the Catholic Faith : 
which, except a man believe faithfully, he cannot 
be saved. 
Proofs. — He tliat believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved ; but he that believeth not, (rather, dis- 
believeth) shall be damned. (Mark, xvi. 16.) 
A careful examination of the preceding passages 
of the three creeds, together with the annexed 
scripture proofs, (it is hoped) will satisfy the candid 
reader, that every one, who is sincere in using 
the Apostles' or the Nicene Creed, may without 
scruple assent to the leading doctrines of the 
Athanasian Creed ; and at the same time furnish an 
answer to the oft repeated assertion, that the 
doctrine contained in this creed is not scriptural. 
It will, however, be observed, that the whole of the 
last mentioned Confession of Faith has not been 
given in the foregoing pages ; neither, indeed, could 
it be inserted. The doctrine of that confession 
consists of no more than is implied in the Apostles' 
and Nicene Creeds ; but, if that " doctrine is 
branched out into more particulars y and abounds in 
repetitions, that offend the ear and bewilder the un- 
derstanding of plain men, let the fault lie where it 
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ought to do ; not with the Churchi who meant tx^ 
teach nothing new, but with the opposers o£ the 
Catholic Doctrine, who attacked the Church with 
such variety of opposite principles, such intricacy o€ 
argument, such metaphysical subtlety of disputation, 
such perplexity of contention, that it became im- 
possible to express our own plain faith, without an 
explicit guard against all the aberrations, ivhich 
awaited us on the one hand or the other.** (Dean 
Vincent's Sermons on Faith, &c. p. 71.) 



Section III. 



Analysis of the Athanasian Creed, including answers 
to some common objections. 

The objections, which many persons have entertained 
respecting this formulary of belief, originate in the 
best and purest motives. *< It cannot therefore be 
doubted, but that the same charity and candour, 
which first raised these objections in their minds, 
will incline them to wish at least that they should 
be resolved. Every scruple on the side of benevo- 
lence and charity deserves the most serious regard ; 
as the heart-felt wish of every good and christian 
pauid is, for the reconciliation of every jarring 
sentiment, for the interchange of mutual concession, 
for the unity and peace of this our earthly Jeru- 
salem." (Rennell's Sermons, p. 23. ) 

1. It has been objected that the Athanasian 
Creed does not enforce or recommend one christian 
virtue. 

This objection, it has been well observed, would 
lie against all formulas of belief, whether Socinian 
or Trinitarian. It has, however, as little foundation 
as the preceding. The design of a creed, as w^ 
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have already seen, is to supply a short summary of 
christian faith, not to embody an assemblage of 
moral virtues. Now the Athanasian Creed, as it is 
commonly called, is a defence of the Doctrines of 
the Trinity, and of the Incarnation of our Blessed 
Redeemer; and, therefore, an exposition of moral 
duties is not to be expected in it. But what is the 
meaning of the fortieth and forty-first verses of that 
venerable formulary ? — At whose coming all men 
shall rise with their bodies^ and shall give account fiyr 
their ovm works : a/nd they that have done good, 
shcM go into life everlasting ; and they that have 
DONE EVIL, into everlasting fire, " Is here no 
christian virtue recommended? Is not the whole 
summary of christian practice, as derived from its 
only genuine source. Christian Faith^ impressed in 
these words, by the last most awful sanctions?*' 
^Unitarianism Indefensible, by the Rev. J. Garbett, 
p. 8.) 

So unjust is the above objection, that, in the 
clauses just cited, the enforcement of morality, is, 
perhaps; more copious than is to be found in any 
other creed that is extant. 

2. Another and more common objection is that, 
which charges the United Church of England and 
Ireland with uncharitableness, in consigning to 
perdition all who do not assent to, or believe, 
every clause or verse of the Athanasian Creed. 
God forbid that this should be the meaning of any 
creed, or of anv advocate for it. But, indeed, a 
candid examination of the erroneous tenets, against 
which this confession is more immediately directed^ 
will show that this objection is utterly unfounded. 

The former part of the creed relates to the 
doctrine of the Trinity, and is in opposition to 
those who " confounded the Persohsy or divided the 
substance of the -divine nature ; " of these Persons 



24 

there are two classes, viz. the Patripassians or 
Sabellians, and the Tritheists. , 

(1.) The Patripas&ians (whose founder was Prax- 
eas, a writer of the second century) held that there 
w^s no real distinction between the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, and affirmed that God the Father 
was also God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit; 
manifesting himseH* at one time under one character, 
at another time under another character, and appear- 
ing first as Father, then as Son, and then as Holy 
Spirit, according as his dispensatipns towards men 
required. Praxeas was opposed by Tertullian, and 
in the following century his tenets were espoused 
by Noetus, whose followers were called Noetians, 
and especially by his scholar Sabellius, from whom 
they were called S'abellians* According to Mosheiro 
his tenets differed from those of his master in this 
respect, viz. that Noetus held, that the Person of 
the Father assumed the human nature of Christ; 
whereas Sabellius maintained that a certain energy 
only proceeded from the Supreme Parent, or a 
certain portion of the Divine Nature was united to 
the Son of God, the Man Jesus : and he considered, 
in the same manner, the Holy Spirit as a portion of 
the everlastmg Father. 

. (2.) The Tritheists imagined that in the Deity 
there were three natures or substances* absolutely 
equal in all respects, and joined together by no 
common essence. 

Among those who confounded the substance of the 
Deity, may be reckoned all who have denied tlie 
Divinity of the Son and Holy Spirit, and also those 
who have denied the consubstantiality of the Son 
with the Father. 

Against these two classes is directed that part of 
the creed in which it is declared that << The Catholic 
Faith is this : That toe worship one Qod t>i Trinittj 
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and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding tfie persons 
nor dividing the suhstance^ 

As the former part of the creed rejects and ex- 
cludes all prevailing errors with regard to the Tri- 
nity, so does the latter part with regard to the In- 
carnation of Christ ; which is directed against those 
who denied that Christ is God^ and those who de- 
nied that he was man. The following are the prin- 
cipal sects alluded to. 

(1.) The Arians derive tlieir name from Arias, a 
presbyter of Alexandria, in Egypt, in the early 
part of the fourth century. Having engaged in a 
controversy with Alexander, bishop of that city, 
concerning the nature and dignity of the Son of 
God, he gradually proceeded to deny the divinity 
of our Lord ; whom he represented as a mere crea« 
ture, though the most exalted of creatures, and he 
asserted that there was a time when he did not ex- 
ist. They also held that Christ had not properly a 
human soul, on which account they are sometimes 
joined with 

(2.) The Apollina rians, who were the followers 
of Apollinaris or Apollinarius (for the name is dif^ 
ferently written). He is said to have been bishop 
of Laodicea, about the middle of the fourth cen- 
tury ; he denied that our Saviour had a human 
SQul, and asserted that the Logos, or divine naturie, 
supplied the place of the reasonable soul. 

(3.) The Macedonians, or followers of Mace- 
donius, were nearly contismpprary with the two 
preceding sects. He was bishop of Constantinople, 
and held that the Holy Spirit was a divine energy 
diffused throughout the universe, and not a person 
distinct from the Father and the Son. 

(4.) The Nestorians, so called frona Nestorius, 
a Syrian, who was patriarch of Constantinople, A.D. 

c 



26 

4S8, divided Christ into two persons, separating the 
Divine from the Human nature. 

(5.) Photinus, Bishop of Sirmium, about the year 
431, denied the pre-existence of Christ, and main- 
tained that the Holy Spirit was not a person, but 
merely a celestial virtue proceeding from the Deity. 

(6. ) EuTYCHEs, was head of a monastery at Con- 
stantinople, A.D. 451. His strenuous opposition 
to the tenets of Nestorius led him into a directly 
opposite extreme, and to deny the distinction be* 
tween the two natures. He asserted that though 
the Godhead and Manhood of Christ were two na- 
tures hrfore they were united, yet after the union, 
they were both blended into one ; the humanity (as 
he thought) being absorbed into the divinity, in 
such sort that it no longer subsisted as human ; it 
being deified, and made properly and sdbstantially 
divine. The followers of Eutyches were termed 
Monophysites. 

Such were the principal heresies concerning the 
Trinity, and the Incarnation of our Saviour, which 
the Athanasian Creed was designed to counteract ; 
and whoever compares the Creed itself with the 
preceding notice of them, will readily perceive the 
propriety and fitness of the several clauses which it 
contains. Being an excellent summary of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and of the Incarnation of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as taught by the 
Apostles, received by the earlier Christians, and 
established by the four first general councils held 
at Nice, Constantinople, Ephesus, and Chalcedon, 
it was. adopted by our venerable Reformers, as a 
bulwark oi Christian doctrme against the possible 
revival of similar errors: and the history of our 
own times shews the prospective wisdom of this 
measure, the tenets of the Patripassians^ Sabellians, 
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andL Arians, having been revived and mainUiined 
under other denominations to the present day. 

Analysis of the Athanasian Creed, 

As there is reason to think that much of the 
misapprehension that exists concerning this for- 
mulary, arises from the manner in which it is recited 
on certain days during divine worship, by which 
its design and structure are in a great measure not 
perceived ; the following analysis is offered for the 
satis&ction of the serious and candid inquirer. 

This Defence of the Catholic Faith (for as a de- 
fence it must be considered), as already observed, 
consists of two parts ; the first of which relates to 
the doctrine of the Trinity, and the seqond to tlie 
Incarnation of Christ. 

1 . The Creed asserts, " The Catholic Faith is this, 
T'hat toe worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity ; neither confounding the Persons^ nor dividing 
the Substance** And then it proceeds, ** For there 
is one person of the Father y another of the Son^ and 
another of the Holy Ghost:" and then, Eiftet proving 
thedistinctpersonality of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, and their Unity in the Godhead, it adds: 
** So THAT in all things as aforesaid, the Unity in 
Trinity^ and Trinity in Unity is to he worshipped, 
•He, THEREFORE, that will be saved, must thus think 
of the Trinity^ Here are all the distinct parts of 
an argument; — the position affirmed — the proofs 
adduced — the deduction made — and the conclu- 
sion drawn in reference to the importance of receiv- 
ing and acknowledging that doctrine. (Simeon's 
Discourses on the Excellency of the Liturgy, p. 61.) 
The Creed then proceeds, — 

2. In the second part, to defend the doctrine of 
Christ's Incarnation : " Furthermore^ it is necessary 
to everlasting Salvation, that he also rightly believe 

c 2 
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the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ** It then 
proceeds to a similar proof, deduction, and con- 
clusion, concerning this important topic; and ter- 
minates with saying, " This is the Catholic Faiih ; 
which, except a man believe faithfully y he cannot he 
saved'* 

To illustrate and confirm the preceding observ- 
ations, the Creed itself is subjoined, the different 
clauses or verses being numbered: and the two 
parts of which it consists, are so disposed as to 
exhibit the doctrine which is propounded for our 
belief, and at the same time to distinguish the 
parts which are only adduced in confirmation of it, 
and to which our assent is not required, on pain of 
damnation. 

INTRODUCTION. 

1. Whosoever will be saved, before all things it 
18 necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith; 2. 
Which faith, except every one do keep whole and 
undefiled, without doubt he shall perish ever- 
lastingly. 

[This introduction simply states, what no real Christian 
will deny, that " whosoever will be savecT* (" Quicunque vult 
salvus esse'*) that is, whoever is desirous of salvation, and expects 
it upon the terms of the Gospel, must cordially embrace the 
doctrines which it reveals. ** Before all thingst* or, in the first 
place, as the foundation on which he roust hereafter build a 
holy practice, ** he must" embrace and " hold" fast " the 
Catholic Faith." The Creed then proceeds to state and define 
the two primary articles of the Catholic or Universal Faith, in 
two distinct positions, to both of which the Introduction is 
applicable.] 

Of the Doctrine oftlie Trinity, 

1. The Position affirmed. — 3. And the Catholic 
Faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity 
and Trinity in Unity ; 4. Neither confounding the 
Persons nor dividing the Substance. 



29 

2. The Proofs adduced. — 5. Ftyr (that we may 
xtot confound the Persons, as the Patripassians and 
Sabellians did, and as the followers of the Hon. 
Smanuel Swedenborg do, it is to be observed that) 
there is one person of the Father, another of the 
sSon, and another of the Holy Ghost. 6. BtU (that we 
may not divide the substance — as the Arians, 
Fhotinians, Macedonians, and all those among the 
axitient heretics did, who denied the Divinity of 
Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit ; and as the 
modem Arians, Socinians, and those who have 
assumed the appellation of Unitarians, do, — we 
must also observe, that) the Godhead of the FaJthery 
and of the Son, and oftlie Holy Ghost, is all one ; the 
glory eqtml, the nutjesty co eternal. (Each , divine 
attribute is common to the three persons: fpr) 
7. Stich a^ the Fat/icr is, such is the Son^ and such 
is the Holy Ghost : 8. The Father uncreate, the Son 
nncreate, and the Holy Ghost uncreate. 9« Tlie 
Father incomprehensib^ (that is, not comprehended 
within any limits, infinite, omnipresent), the Son 
incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost incomprehen' 
sible, 10. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and 
the Holy Ghost eternal. 11. And yet there are not 
three Eternals, but one Eternal. 12. As also there 
are not three Incomprehensihks, or three Uncreated; 
but one Uncreated, and one Incomprehensible. 

1 3. So likewise, the Father is Almighty ; the Son, 
Almighty; and the Holy Ghost Almighty, lit. And 
yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 
15. So the Father is God; the Son, God; and the 
Holy Ghost, God, 16. And yet they are not three 
Gods, but one God. 17. So, likewise, the Father is 
Lord; the Son, Lord; and the Holy Ghost, Lord, 
18. And yet not three Lords, but one Ixyrd. 

19. F(yr, like as toe are compelled by the Christian 
Verity to acknowledge every Person by himself to be 

c 3 



30 

trod and Lord : 20. So are we forbidden by the 
Catholic Religion ix) say, there be three Gods or three 
Lords. 

(Further, that we may not confound the persons 

— as the Patripassians and Sabellians did, and as 
the followers of the Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg vo 

— we should attend to their peculiar attributes; 
for) 21. The Father is made of none, neither created 
nor begotten. 22. The Son is of the Father alone ; 
not made, nor created, but' begotten. 23. TJte Holy 
Ghost is of the Father and of the Son, neither mude, 
nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 24- So, 
there is one Father, not three Fathers ; one Son, not 
three Sons ; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. 
25. And (that we may not divide the Substance, 
we niust remember, that) in this Trinity none is 
afore or after other ; none is greater or less than an- 
other ; 26. But the whole three Persons are co eternal 
together, and eo-equal. 

3. The Deduction made. — 27. So that in all 
things as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity is to be worshif^ped. 

4. The Conclusion, drawn in reference to the 
importance of receiving and acknowledging the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity. — 28. He therefore that will 
be saved, must thus think (more correctly, let him 
thus think, ita sentiat) of the Trinity. 

II. 

Of the Incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

1. The Position affirmed. — 29. Furthermore, it 
is necessary to everlasting Salvation, that he also 
believe rightly the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

2. The Proofs adduced. — 30. Far the right 
faith is that we believe and confess that our Lord 
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nfesus Christy the Son of God, is God (in opposition 
to the antient Photinians and Arians, and to the 
modern Arians and Socinians, by whom the Deity 
of Christ was and is denied), and man (in opposition 
to the Apollinarians and Eutychians) ; 31. God^of 
the substance of his Father (in opposition to the 
Arians, who called Christ a God, but denied the 
rest) ; begotten before the worlds (in opposition to all 
who denied the Divinity of Christ, except the 
Arians) ; and man oftJie substance of his mother (in 
opposition to the Eutychians, who denied it) ; b&m 
into the world: 32. Perfect God ; and perfect many 
of a reasonable soul (in opposition to the Apollina- 
rians, who maintained that the Logos or Word was 
to Christ in the place of a reasonable soul) ; and 
human flesh subsisting ; 33. Equal to tJie Father, as 
touchirig his Godhead ; and inferior to the Father, as 
touching his manhood, 

34. Who, although he be God and Man, yet he is 
fiot tfvo (agents, in opposition to the Apollinarians 
and Nestorians), but one Christ: 35. One, not by 
conversion of the Godhead into flesh (in opposition to 
the Apollinarians), but by taking of the manhood into 
God: 36. One altogether, not by confusion of Sub- 
stance (in opposition to the Apollinarians and Euty- 
chians) ; btU by Unity of Person : 37. For, as the 
reasonable sotd and flesh is one Man, so God and 
Man is one Christ : 38. Who suffered for our salva^ 
tion; descended into hell; rose again the thii'd day 
from the dead: 39. He ascended into heaven, and- 
sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God AlmigJity; 
from whence he shall come to judge the quick and tJie 
dead : 40. At whose coming all men shall rise again 
with their bodies, and shall give account for their otvn 
works: 41. And they that have done good, shall go 
into life everlasting; and t/iey tJmt have done evil 
into everlasting ^re. 
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3. 7%e Deduction mod^. — 4'2. This is the Ca^ 
tholic Faith : 

4« The Conci^usion draton^ in reference ta the 
importance of bdieving the doctrine of the Incama^ 
tion of Christ. — Which, except a man believe 
faithfully^ he cannot be saved. - 

In the preceding analysis of the Athanasian 
Creed, we have printed in Italic characters all that 
is the composition of its author, and which is pro- 
pounded by him in the way of argument, for proof 
and illustration of the main points : whence it will 
be evident that the damnatory clauses, as they are 
termed, are to be understood solely in reference to 
the doctrine affirmed, and by no means to the parts 
which are barely adduced in confirmation of it. * 

All, therefore, that is required of us, in the Atha- 
nasian Creed as necessary to salvation, is, that 
before all things toe hold the Catholic Fakth ; which 
Faithy it is said in the second verse, — which Faitky 
received from the beginning, and to be preserved 
to the end as embraced by the Universal Church, 
except every one do keep wholcy without rejecting 
any part of it that is clearly revealed, and undefiled^ 
(inviolatam^ without adding any thing to it, which 
may defeat its sense and corrupt its tendency : toith- 
out doubtf that is, it is beyond all controversy if the 

* And so it was determined by the commissioners who wene 
appointed to review and correct the Liturgy in 1689; who 
prepared a rubric, appointing the Athanasian Creed to l)e read 
on Christmas Day, Easter Day, Ascension Day, Whit-Sunday, 
Trinity Sunday, and on All-Saints* Day, which rubric con- 
cludes thus: — « The articles of which (the Athanasian Creed) 
imght to be received and believed as being agreeable to the Hofy 
Scriptures* And tlie condemnimo clauses are to be understood 
as relating only to those, who OBSTINATELY DENY 
the substance of tlie Christian Faith.'' — Dr. Wftterland's Poet- 
script to the preface of his « Critical History of the Athanasian 
Creed." 
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Scriptures be true, he shall perish everlastingly y he 
will finally forfeit his title to the benefits of the 
Christian Covenant. In the third and fourth verses, 
lAc Catholic Faith is stated to be ihis, that we wor- 
ship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 
neither confounding the persons (as, we have seen, 
the antient Sabellians and others did, and as 
some in our own country do at this day), nor 
dividing the substance, as the Arians did and do. 
This, it is declared, is necessafy to be believed; 
but all that follows, from the fifth to the twenty- 
fifth verse inclusive, is only brought as a proof 
and illustration of it, and therefore requirejs our 
assent no more than a sermon does, which is 
written in order to prove or illustrate a text. The 
text is, confessedly, the Word of God, and there- 
fore is necessarily to be believed : but no person is 
for th§t reason bound to believe every particular of 
the Sermon deduced from it, upon pain of damn- 
ation, even though every tittle of it be true. Now 
this is the case with the Athanasian Creed. The 
belief of the Catholic Faith, above mentioned, the 
Scriptures make necessary to salvation ; and there- 
fore we must believe it : but there is no such ne- 
cessity laid upon us to believe the illustration which 
is there given of it, nor does the Creed itself require 
it. For it proceeds, in the twenty-sixth and twenty- 
seventh verses, to state, so that in all things as is 
aforesaid^ the Unity in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 
is to be worshipped. He^ therefore, tJiat will be saved 
(that is, is willing or desirous ^o be saved), let 
him thus think of the Trinity. Such is the proper 
rendering of the original clause : — Qui vult ergo sal- 
vusesde, ita de Trinitate sentiat. Thus it is evident 
that the things contained in the beginning and end 
of the creed are spoken of as matters of Faith ; but 
this intermediate matter, which is inserted in op- 
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position to 'existing errors, i& a matter of opinion 
only. *< In reference to the first and last parts/' (the 
doctrine of the Trinity and the Incarnatioii» and 
offices of Christ) <* the certainty of condemnation is 
asserted : but in reference to the intermediate part, 
nothing is asserted except that such are the views 
which we ottght to entertain of the point in question." 
(Simeon's Discourses on the Liturgy, p. 60.} 

It is further to be observed, that the Athanasian 
Creed speaks of those only to whom the Gospel 
has been fully set forth, and the importance of it 
fully explained. We are to justify it only to pro- 
fessed believers, and o/'them only. The state and 
lot of the Heathen World are quite out of. the ques- 
tion : << they cannot be said, in a Christian Sense, 
either to be saved or to perish : because they have 
not the means which Christians have, of attaining 
a just faith or a just practice. They cannot makt 
themselves Christians, and therefore cannot be made 
responsible for Christian Duties.'' Of those who 
still sit in darkness and ike shadow of death ; who 
never had the means of grace and the hope of glory 
proposed to them, we say nothing in tliis creed, 
which has reference only to the terms of the Chris- 
tian Covenant : and we know nothing of them, but 
that they will be answerable for the use of the light 
that was afforded to them ; that, at the best, they 
are not entitled to the promises of the Gospel; nor 
are we yet directed or authorised to pronounce the 
worst of their present guilt or future punishment 
We know from th^ word of God that, in all cases, 
every one will at length be accepted according to 
that he kasy and not according to that ke Jtas not ; 
and that, to whomsoever much is given, cfhim skaU 
mttck be required. We know that the souls of the 
Heathens are in the hands of a most merciful 
Creator, all wkose wags are equal ; and who will 
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most assuredly deal with every one acc ording to 
that which is just and right. 

The condemnation, therefore, which is asserted 
to be contained in the second and concluding verses 
of this creed (but which in truth comprises no ana- 
thema ; no mention of any sentence to be inflicted 
in this world, but only a forewarning of a judgment 
which the Scriptures denounce against disbelievers in 
the next) ; — this condemnation is to be understood, 
only in reference to the doctrme affirmed in it, and 
is not to be extended to those parts which are ad- 
duced merely in confirmation of it. Such condemn- 
ation belongs not to those who have never had the 
glad tidings of salvation announced to them, nor to 
those who cannot understand, or who cannot approve 
every expression in it, but only to such as deny the 
** Trinity in Unity," or three persons who are one 
God. If, therefore, we believe that the doctrine of 
the Trinity is a fundamental article of the Christian 
faith, we may, without any breach of charity, apply 
to that doctrine what our Lord spoke of the Gospel 
at iarge : He that believed and is baptized shall be 
saved : but he that believeth not^* more correctly, he 
thot disbelievethf ** shall be damned " (Mark, xvi. 16') 
It is not the simple unbeliever that is here intended, 
but the obstinate disbelievery who perversely refects 
the counsel of God against himself who will not 
examine the evidences of the Gospel, or come unto 
Christ that he may have life ; and whose condemn- 
ation it is, that light is come into the ux>rld, but he 
loves darkness rather than light, prefers sin to holi- 
ness ; and why ? because his deeds are evU, 

Thus the use of the Athanasian Creed may be 
vindicated ; and the charge of uncharitableness, which 
is commonly brought against the Church of England, 
and her members, is (we trust) proved to be false 
and unfounded. 
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Such arc the history and analysis of that cele- 
brated defence of Christian Doctrine, " commonly 
called the creed of Saint Athanasius ;" which (it is 
hoped) the reader will have found satisfactory, and 
to the value of which the following testimonies, given 
by " the pious and excellent Mr. Baxter" (as Dr. 
Waterland most justly terms him) will form no in- 
appropriate termination :■ — 

"/ unfeignedly account the Doctrine of the 
Trinity the very sum and kernel of the Christian He- 
ligion (as expressed in our baptism), and ATH ANA- 
SIUS'S CREED Oe BEST EXPLICATION of 
it that lever rccKs?." (Baxter's " Reasons of the Chris- 
tian Religion," Part II. Ch. X. § 6. Practical Works, 
Vol. II. p. 132. folio, or Vol. XXI. p. 313. 8vo.) 

'< In a word, the damnatory sentences exceptedf 
or modestly expounded" (and such an exposition 
has been attempted in the preceding pages,) *' I 
EMBRACE the CREED, commonty called athanasius's, 
as the BEST EXPLICATION OF THE TRI- 
NITY.'* (Method of Theology, p. 123-) 

To conclude, in the words of the learned historian 
and defender of this Creed :-^*< As long as there shall 
be any men lefl to oppose the doctrines which this 
Creea contains, so long will it be expedient, and even 
necessary, to continue the use of it, in order to pre- 
serve the rest ; and I suppose, when we have none 
remaining to find fault with the doctrines, there will 
be none to object against the use of the Creed, or so 
much as to wish to have it laid aside." ( Waterlasd*s 
Critical History of the Athanasian Creed, p. 2d2.) 

THE end. 
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